Community living
In rural and urban environments, the community is a prized goal for the
middle-aged middle classes as they seek to reconnect with ‘people like us’.
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us to reconnect with others in deeper, closer and
more localised communities came up as an issue.
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facilities, local identities and closer connections all
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for sustainable urban living: examples ranging from
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given as role models. The need for a community
to provide a common set of values and stability
for people with increasingly complex lives was also
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Las Vegas and Houston but also in more established
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on a building-by-building basis as both notable and a
growing trend – not just through an economic lens,
but also by creed. All over the world, it seems that
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others, with common values or similar status, as part
of a growing desire for community living.
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places, ethnic groups already choose to live together
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the most visible manifestation of this in numerous
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always lived together. What is changing, however, is
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also the manifestation of community living.
At one extreme, we have the steady rise of gated
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are closed housing estates with their own power
supply, sanitation and security to protect residents
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exist to accommodate Westerners and their families.
The suburb of Fairview in the TV show Desperate
Housewives is a typical media view of an American
gated community. At the other end of the scale, we
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EWLEZMRKWTIGM½GUYEPMXMIWMRSVHIVXSEXXVEGXGIVXEMR
types of people and, in some cases, they compete
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this is visible at many levels, with the competition
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People are looking to reconnect with
like-minded others, with common values
or similar status.
young families being emulated by the Marylebone
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TVIJEQMP] TVSJIWWMSREPW ³:MPPEKI PMZMRK´ [MXLMR GMXMIW
around the world has become an important feature
of the real estate business.
One commenter on the Future Agenda blog
envisaged ‘a rise in gated communities as the poor
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cities re-emerging. Not only will we have subdivisions
of major fast-growing cities such as Las Vegas (with
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KMZI VMWI XS KEXIH GSQQYRMXMIW FYX EPWS - WII XLEX
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numerous times with several different underlying
drivers. Foremost of these, and a shift from the past,
is the practical freedom for some to select where to
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mobile high-speed broadband in many countries has
given individuals the ability to connect with others
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remote of villages will soon be able to access and
share data as effectively as those in the heart of the
metropolis.

As urbanisation drives a growing exodus of populations
from rural communities into cities, in some regions
the countryside is gradually becoming a place where
only the wealthy can live – effectively a playground for
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telepresence will enable more and more of us to
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to be an overall decline in the number of people in
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within each local area, the rise of community hubs
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a compromise, many developers are now including

In some regions the countryside is
gradually becoming a place where only
the wealthy can live – effectively a
playground for the rich.
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HIZIPSTQIRXW -R EHHMXMSR EW GSPSGEXMSR SJ [SVO
and home becomes part of many urban planning
WGIREVMSW SJ½GIWTEGIMWMRGVIEWMRKP]FIMRKMRGPYHIH
in mixed developments so that the daily commute
could become a thirty-second ride in a lift.
The challenge for many urban planners and social
WGMIRXMWXWMW½RHMRKXS[LEXI\XIRXGSQQYRMX]PMZMRK
can be planned versus accommodated: how much
is it about zoning and cul-de-sacs, as occurs in many
new cities, rather than natural movement as districts
build up new identities and so attract different groups
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FEHP] [VSRK 8LI EYXLSV .+ &EPPEVH [EW IWTIGMEPP]
MRXIVIWXIH MR LS[ TISTPI PMZMRK XSKIXLIV MR EVXM½GMEP
environments often become detached from the
VIEP[SVPH 7IZIVEPSJLMWPEXIVRSZIPW WYGLEWSuperCannes, Cocaine Nights and Millennium People,
revisited the concept explored in his earlier High-Rise
of how tribalism could re-emerge within planned
GSQQYRMXMIW2IEP7XITLIRWSR´WWGMIRGI½GXMSRRSZIP
Snow Crash highlights a future where mass-produced
gated communities operate as independent sovereign
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The challenge for many urban planners
ERHWSGMEPWGMIRXMWXWMW½RHMRKXS[LEX
extent community living can be planned
versus accommodated.
Although in many parts of the world, returning to
XLIVIEPZMPPEKIGSQQYRMX] EWTVIJIVVIHMR)YVSTI 
is not an option and the rural-to-urban migration
MW HI½RMXIP] E SRI[E] NSYVRI] XLI MQTYPWI JSV
VIGSRRIGXMRK [MXL³TISTPI PMOI YW´ MW E LMKLP] ZMWMFPI
trend in an increasing number of cities. For example,
in Mumbai this is illustrated by new apartment
FPSGOW FIMRK VIWIVZIH JSV WTIGM½G GVIIHW ERH MR
(YFEM F] XLI HMZMWMSR FIX[IIR REXMSREPW ERH I\
TEXW +MZIREPPSJXLMW MXETTIEVWXLEX EPXLSYKLGMXMIW
are becoming more international and multicultural
MR XLIMV SZIVEPP QEOIYT LYQER REXYVI GSRXMRYIW
to draw us towards those with similar mindsets and
behaviours.
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