


Less energy

growth in carbon emissions forces utilities to change their business models.

The failure of Copenhagen to agree a binding 
agreement on greenhouse gases to which all 
countries can set their targets demonstrates that 
more time is needed before governments around 

halt the growth in carbon emissions. Although the 
next decade may well see such an agreement come 
into force, even the optimists recognise that the 

global impact is a long way off.

From a technological perspective, the viable ‘clean 

clear to many, but the timescales for action here are 

ten years and so, although China and others are now 

wave are all growing and receiving more investment, 

highlights the challenge. As economies grow, so do 

As highlighted previously, one of the four main 
certainties about the next ten years is that we will 

with our continued over-dependency on fossil 
fuels and the increasing global susceptibility to the 
impacts of climate change, momentum for change 
is building. However, we are not yet at a stage 

solutions; nor are there credible alternative pathways 
on the table for developing economies.

Few now doubt that the earth is warming, 
nor that human-related emissions are in many 

organisations are now declaring, the rise in carbon 
emissions shows no sign of slowing. The targets 

is now to mitigate the damage and deal with the 
consequences over the next twenty years until new 
options come on line. The more hopeful ambition of 

also disappearing fast.



countries and organisations, and in many ways the 
only option available to us in the next decade is to 

heading off seemingly inevitable climate change, we 
all need to halve our annual energy consumption by 

major campaign focused on ‘helping our customers 

growth perspective, appears counter-intuitive for a 

is encouraging less demand. Other companies are 
now planning to follow suit: being seen as one of 
the organisations trying to proactively do something 
about the problem is arguably good for the brand 

energy-frugal developed country, is similarly trying 
to further cut consumption.

However, to have a meaningful impact on emissions, 

capita over the next decade, their average energy 
consumption is also destined to increase. As Leo 

‘over the next twenty years, global energy demand 

Viewing all this together, it is increasingly clear that, 

We cannot stop China and India from 
growing. 

To stand any chance of heading off 
seemingly inevitable climate change, 
we all need to halve our annual energy 
consumption by 2020 – every person 
and every organisation.



see a tipping point approaching as more natural 

over energy security and regular brown-outs in 
major cities become commonplace. Although most 
do not see that any government will be willing to 
act to legislate to, say, quadruple the price of energy 

commentators do envisage that ‘common sense will 

are broadcasting doom and gloom, many others 

set an alternative path and create a better ambition 

to change the status quo. Although in no way certain, 

of regulation, be using less energy.

able to exert central control and build new nuclear 

consumer, the issue is all about changing consumer 

non-transportation energy consumption by roughly 

would be required. The reduction in energy use 
would also result in the abatement of 1.1 gigatons of 
greenhouse gas emissions annually – the equivalent 

is how to persuade a population used to consuming 
over twice the energy per capita of most other 
developed nations to drive less, and in smaller cars, 
turn the thermostats down in the winter and use 
less air-conditioning in the summer.

blow-out may well be the start of a change in 
attitude, but, if it is not, many see other catalysts 

The US economy has the potential 
to reduce annual non-transportation 
energy consumption by roughly 23%  
by 2020.

the growing middle classes in India and 
China to set an alternative path and 
create a better ambition.
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